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Term Dates
Term Two
First Day
Wed 15 April
Last Day
Fri 3 July
Term Three
First Day
Mon 20 July
Last Day
Fri 5 September
Term Four
First Day
Mon 12 October
Last Day
Tue 15 December

Closed Days
01 Jun Queen’s Birthday Holiday
07 Aug Teacher Only Day (TBA)
26 Oct Labour Day Holiday
13 Nov Teacher Only Day
14 Nov Canterbury Anniversary
Holiday

Phone:
03 302 8500
Email:
office@methven.school.nz
Website:
www.methven.school.nz

Making Pathways to the Stars

Principal Comment
Kia ora koutou
We are thrilled to be planning for the return of all students to Methven Primary School on
Monday 18th May. We are looking forward to being able to welcome each of our students
face to face for a chat. We are preparing fairly flexible learning programmes for the first
week back as we know that ongoing change is challenging for some children. Our focus will
be on wellbeing and establishing safe and sustainable routines.
The key Public Health approach at Alert Level 2 is to minimise the risk that someone gets
infected in the first place, and secondly to ensure we can identify and contact anyone who
has been in close contact with a person, if someone in a school is infected.
Physical distancing is a good precaution to prevent the spread of disease. However, as this
is challenging in schools, good hygiene practices and regular cleaning are most important.
We will be teaching children to avoid getting in each other's 'moist breath' zone. It’s
important however that safe hygiene habits are practised by everyone at home as well as
school. We all just need to remember to have some breathing space at Alert Level 2!
Level 2 'Play it Safe' information:
• Under Alert Level 2, we will advise any students and staff to stay at home if they are
sick. We are required to send anyone home immediately if they show any
symptoms of illness.
• For any sick student, it is expected that medical advice from Healthline or a GP will be
sought to determine if further testing is required. If a Covid-19 test
is completed, medical clearance will need to be emailed to the School Office before
returning to school.
• We ask that parents drop off and collect children at or beyond the school gate. Please
respect normal social distancing rules.
• Children will need to arrive at school as close to 9am each morning as possible and go
directly to their home classrooms.
• Please ensure your child is collected from school by 3:15pm.
• Parents or caregivers who need to enter the school grounds will be required to sign in
at the visitor register near the bell (name, reason, time in and out). We ask parents
to remain out of the classrooms.
• If you wish to contact a staff member or the school office, please email or phone as
your first option.
• Students will be required to use the hand sanitiser provided on entry to
classrooms and our Trustworthy Focus for next week is ‘Wash your hands well’
• Bus students will continue to travel to and from school as usual (but keep hands
sanitised and not sit near the driver).
• Please return all loan devices back to school this week. Borrowed library/reading
books need to be placed to the bins outside the Office on Monday 18th May.
After this length of time away from school some students will be worried about returning
to school. There could be several reasons for this, but whatever the reasons, we have a
number of resources and services ready to support students and whanau. If you think that
your child might need some support, please contact Rosie Robinson at
rrobinson@methven.school.nz
We have a Level 2 Health and Safety Plan containing more detail that will be available on
request. If you have any questions or concerns about your child returning to
school, please don’t hesitate to contact me.
Thank you for your ongoing support.
Ngā mihi
Sue Furndorfler
Acting Principal

Weekly Reminders
Lost Property
Happy Birthday from Methven Primary School to the
following students:
Jerry N
Holly D
Rhianne DS

Mahuri K
Piwakawaka L
Piwakawaka GT

13 May
14 May
16 May

Play It Safe Around School
• Students will initially spend most time at school with

their Homeroom teachers and in small groups
throughout the school.
• If you child has a pencil case, please send this along as

we will be using separate pens, glue sticks etc. where
possible.
• We will continue to stagger break times initially to

support the transition back to the social and behavioural
expectations of the playground.
• All students will need to bring their own drink bottle with

water, as it will be safer not to use the drinking
fountains.
• There will be no pie warmer food initially and children

will need to manage their own lunchbox food and
rubbish (less plastic packet rubbish would be
appreciated).
• Peanut Allergy– just a reminder that we ask parents of

Mahuri students (Year 1 & 2) to ensure that the
following food items are not in lunchboxes: raw peanuts;
peanut butter spreads; biscuits, slices, scroggin mixes or
museli bars with peanuts, or other food items that
contain peanuts. This is to provide a safe environment
for a student starting with a Peanut Allergy.

Friends of MPS Update (
The FOMPS are keen to offer support to whanau who may
be experiencing difficult times. Examples might include
when a family member is in hospital or there has been a
bereavement in the family. A freezer has been donated to
Methven Primary School. We would like to stock some
ready to heat meals that can be taken to families in these
situations.
From next week there will aluminium trays available from
the office that can be picked up if you would like to make a
meal for a family in need. We would ask that the
aluminium trays are dated and labelled with the type of
meal - Lasagne, chicken casserole etc.
We are also interested in stocking up on some lunch items
such as sandwiches or pizza. Again, if you would like to
contribute, please label and return to the school office to
be frozen.

• Please ensure that all clothes, lunch boxes and drink

bottles are clearly named so that items can be
returned to your child.
• Unnamed/unreadable named items will be placed in

Hall Foyer lost property for collection.
• Named items are placed in the Daily Notices for

students to collect from the office.
• All unclaimed items at the end of each school term

are washed and donated to the Red Cross.

School Bank Account
• 02-0868-0013797-000 (BNZ, Methven Branch)

Absences
• If your child is absent please ring the office (as soon

as possible) leaving a message clearly stating:
- Name of child
- Name of teacher or classroom
- Why they are absent for the day
- What bus run they are on (if applicable)
• If your child is late to school, please have them visit

the office before heading to their classroom.
• If your child leaves school during the day (i.e. doctor

appointment, leaving early) please have them visit
the office when they leave/arrive.

Student Messages / Change to after school plans
• If you need to get a message to your child/ren please

ensure you phone the school office before 2.30pm.
• Please do not email or text the teaching staff.
• Please do not email the office after 2:30pm.

MPS Uniform Buy/Sell Facebook Page
• Methven Primary School Uniform Buy/Sell

Hero
• Hero is a powerful and secure online student

management system that allows Methven Primary
School to record enrolment/student information,
communicate with caregivers, share/track learning,
and track family finances.
• Hero can be accessed via an Apple & Android app and
via the internet: https://our.linc-ed.com.
• Visit the Hero page on our school website for detailed

information and assistance:
https://www.methven.school.nz/parent-zone/hero/

Caregiver & Emergency Contact Details
• Please let the office know as soon as possible of any

change to a phone number, address or email.

Learning this Week
May and Finn were proud to show off some of the learning they have done at home.
Meanwhile, some of the students who returned to school for Level 3 were busy working on puzzles.

How to join the School Assembly this Friday on Teams
Mrs Furndorfler will email all students a link to the
meeting. Please only join the meeting a couple of
minutes before it starts.
Please share one device to join the assembly as a
family, students don’t need to login individually.

5. You do not need to Open Microsoft Teams app,
click Cancel if a pop up window appears and click
on the Join on the web instead button

Login Instructions
1. Open your Internet Browser and go to
https://www.office.com/

2. The eldest MPS student can sign in using their
Microsoft email address and password.
• Mahuri I & K: use mahuri@methven.school.nz
• Mahuri S & G: use mahurihub@methven.school.nz
• Please contact your teacher if you have forgotten

the password.

6.

Click on the Join now button.

7.

If you move your mouse over the screen you will
see a pop up menu appear

3. Click on the Outlook icon

4. Find the email from Methven Principal inviting you
to the meeting. (Please don’t click on the RSVP
button). Click on the email so that you see the
contents, and click on the Join Microsoft Teams
Meeting link.

Shows a meeting chat to
the side of the screen
Turn your camera and
microphone on/off

How to hang up when
Assembly is over

