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Term Dates 

Term Two 
First Day Wednesday 15 April 
Last Day Friday 3 July 

Term Three 
First Day Monday 20 July 
Last Day Friday 25 September 

Term Four 
First Day Monday 12 October 
Last Day Tuesday 15 December 

 

 

Closed Days 

01 Jun Queen’s Birthday Holiday 

07 Aug Teacher Only Day (TBA) 

26 Oct Labour Day Holiday 

13 Nov Teacher Only Day 

14 Nov Canterbury Anniversary Holiday 

Principal Comment   

Tēnā koutou katoa,  

Today Methven Primary School is once again open for learning!  At 

Covid-19 Level 3, we have welcomed one bubble of students to our 

classroom in the library and we have a small group 

of teachers supporting these students.      

Each week we are noticing an increase in our numbers of students 

regularly engaging in the online learning options and we thank our 

parents/caregivers for this. Joining the class chats is the best way for 

your child(ren) to keep in touch with their teacher and keep up to 

date with the week’s learning tasks.    

I really appreciate the amount of time that our staff are putting into 

touching base with families and individual students to ensure that 

they are well supported with their home based learning. For families 

requiring extra reading material, please make contact with 

Homeroom Teachers and we will sort some books for you to collect 

from school.  

The staff are also regularly involved in further training sessions around 

using different technologies. We are keen to keep a consistent 

approach to our weekly timetables, but over the next few weeks we 

will be offering some extra online workshops for small 

groups. Teachers may trial some new web-based options and we 

welcome your feedback on these.  

Finally, we are going to host a Whole School Assembly this Friday at 

2pm. We are yet to test the capacity of our Microsoft Teams Meeting, 

so this will allow us an opportunity to give it a go. The House Leaders 

have met and will run a similar structure to our normal Friday 

Assembly. The link to the meeting will be emailed to student Office 

365 accounts on Friday and shared through our Hero App. For families 

with siblings, please log in through the oldest child. Our Mahuri 

students will need to use their shared class login.  

Best wishes for the week ahead and thank you for your ongoing 
support.  

Ngā mihi   

Sue Furndorfler  

Acting Principal  
 

 

 

 

Phone: 
03 302 8500 

Email: 
office@methven.school.nz 

Website: 
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Making Pathways to the Stars 
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Be Active 

‘Be active’ is our Term 2 focus at MPS.  Over the coming 

weeks we will be setting various challenges for the 

students.  Below is some information about the 

importance of encouraging children to be active. 

Benefits of Being Active 

When kids are active, their bodies can do the things they 

want and need them to do. Why? Because regular exercise 

provides these benefits: 

• strong muscles and bones 

• healthy weight 

• decreased risk of developing type 2 diabetes 

• better sleep 

• a better outlook on life 

Physically active kids also are more likely to be motivated, 

focused, and successful in school. And mastering physical 

skills builds confidence at every age. 

What Motivates Kids? 

There's a lot to gain from regular physical activity, but how 

do you encourage kids to do it? The three keys are: 

1. Choosing the right activities for a child's age: If you 

don't, the child may be bored or frustrated. 

2. Giving kids plenty of opportunity to be active: Kids 

need parents to make activity easy by providing 

equipment, setting achievable challenges, allowing 

plenty of time to practice skills and giving lots of praise. 

3. Keeping the focus on fun: Kids won't do something 

they don't enjoy. 

    

Happy Birthday from Methven Primary School to the 

following students: 

Danielle S Piwakawaka L 1 May  

Corey M Piwakawaka D 1 May 

Rykie G Piwakawaka GT 3 May 

Georgie S Opuke O 5 May 

Methven Primary School 

would love to hear from any 

parents, grandparents or 

members of our community 

who would be interested in 

helping us with our school 

gardens when we have moved 

to Alert Level 2.. 

You might be able to spare an 

hour or two to help tidy up 

the school grounds after 

several weeks of neglect, or 

are interested in helping a 

group of enthusiastic students 



    

PB4L 

Thank you to those who completed our PB4L survey that was sent out last term.  We really appreciate your feedback.  We 

would like to share back with the community some of the survey responses.   

 

It  was pleasing to see that 

most responders felt that the 

vibe at MPS promotes positive 

energy and behaviour.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was also great to see that the MPS STARS are supporting our students to make good choices (The STARS are the values 

that MPS promote through learning and behaviour every day at school).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Question 11 of the survey was ‘PB4L is about rewarding positive behaviour.  What ways do you think we could do this 

better?’  Thanks for these suggestions.  A few responses have been posted below. 

 

 

 

Our next step in the review process is to work with student representatives to help analyse community and student data.  

We will do this early next week and hope to have some further information in our up-coming newsletters.  



5. You do not need to Open Microsoft Teams app, 

click Cancel if a pop up window appears and click 

on the Join on the web instead button 

 

6. Click on the Join now button. 

7. If you move your mouse over the screen you will 

see a pop up menu appear 

    

Mrs Furndorfler will email all students a link to the 

meeting. Please only join the meeting a couple of 

minutes before it starts. 

Please share one device to join the assembly as a 

family, students don’t need to login individually. 
 

Login Instructions 

1. Open your Internet Browser and go to 

https://www.office.com/  

 

2. The eldest MPS student can sign in using their 

Microsoft email address and password. 

• Mahuri I & K: use mahuri@methven.school.nz 

• Mahuri S & G: use mahurihub@methven.school.nz 

• Please contact your teacher if you have forgotten 

the password. 

 

3. Click on the Outlook icon 

4.  Find the email from Methven Principal inviting you 

to the meeting. (Please don’t click on the RSVP 

button). Click on the email so that you see the 

contents, and click on the Join Microsoft Teams 

Meeting link. 

How to join the School Assembly this Friday on Teams 

Turn your camera and 

microphone on/off How to hang up when 

Assembly is over 

Shows a meeting chat to 

the side of the screen 

https://www.office.com/


    



    


