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Term Dates 2019
Term One
First Day
Last Day
Term Two
First Day
Last Day
Term Three
First Day
Last Day
Term Four
First Day
Last Day

Principal Comment
Dear Parents, Caregivers and Friends of MPS,

Thursday 31 January
Friday 12 April
Monday 29 April
Friday 5 July
Monday 22 July
Friday 27 September
Monday 14 October
Wednesday 18 December

Event Calendar
Visit the event calendar on our website
(under Parent Zone) for
event information.
March
13

Mahuri Trip, Ashburton Domain

16

Methven A & P Show

19

New Entrant Information, 7pm

20

Elgregoe Visit

20

NZEI Union Meeting

22

School Assembly 2.15pm led by
Piwakawaka

27

BOT Meeting 7pm

28

Mahuri Hub BBQ 5.30pm

April
4

Zones Swimming Sports

5

School Assembly 2.15pm led by
Mahuri

5

Gumboot Up Friday

12

Last Day Term 1

Phone:
03 302 8500

Yesterday we held our Opuke Community of Learning (Kāhui Ako),
Teacher Only afternoon. I appreciate that closing the school early is not
ideal for some people, so thank you for helping us out with this. We are
at an important crossroads with our Community, as our Achievement
Challenges need to be reviewed, and appointments to roles within the
Kāhui Ako need to be made. It has been my privilege to lead the group
over the past two years, but I will be passing the baton over to another
principal, so I can refocus my efforts here at school. The format for
yesterday’s session was a facilitated review of how we see our
community both now and, in the future; and then there were two
taster sessions around areas of interest for teachers. For the most part
these sessions are taken by teachers from within our community, and
are usually incredibly well received and seen as being really valuable.
Most of you will be familiar with news circulating about the current
Measles outbreak in Canterbury. To date we have not been informed
about any cases of Measles in the Methven area so, as per Ministry
advice, are adopting a wait-and-see position. Measles are a ‘notifiable
disease’ which means we will be informed by health officials if the
status quo changes and, subsequently, we will let you know. Attached
to the back of this newsletter is an information sheet regarding Measles
from the CDHB.
Finally, just another reminder about uniform. As the mornings get
cooler, we are finding copious numbers of school uniform sweatshirts
littering the playground. As the day gets warmer the children tend to
shed their outer layer and forget about it. While we aspire to have the
children manage their own belongings, this doesn’t always happen.
Clearly named clothing is a lot easier to return to the owner than
unnamed clothing or, indeed, writing that has faded. For our new
families, lost property is kept in the hallway outside the school library in
red bins.

Have a great week,
Chris

Email:
office@methven.school.nz
Website:
www.methven.school.nz

Making Pathways to the Stars

School Assemblies
The next full School Assemblies this Term, will be on Fridays
22 March & 5 April, at 2.15pm in the Mt Hutt College hall.
All caregivers are welcome to attend. Whanau Huis will
begin in Term 2.

Change in School Bank Account
Please note that all on-line payments to Methven Primary
School need to be made to 02-0868-0013797-000. Please
check your internet banking payee list to ensure you have
the correct bank account loaded. Thank you!
We would appreciate it if all Family Accounts could be paid
as soon as possible please.

MPS Uniform Buy/Sell
A reminder for families looking to buy or sell MPS uniforms
can do so on the Methven Primary School Uniform Buy/Sell
Facebook page.

Absences
If your child is absent please ensure that you ring the office
(302 8500) as soon as possible leaving a message clearly
stating:
 Name of child
 Name of the classroom and/or teacher name
 Why they are absent for the day
 What bus run they are on (if applicable)
If your child is late to school, please have them visit the
office before heading to their classroom. Many thanks!

After School Instructions
Parents— if you need to contact the school with updated
after school instructions for your children, please phone the
office before 2.30pm. Please do NOT email or text the
teaching staff, or email the office. There are usually many
notices to be delivered before the end of the school day,
and it all takes time.

Welcome to our New Students
Opuke M
Eljane
Mahuri S
Ellie
Enjoy your school days at Methven Primary School.

MPS Birthdays
March 15
March 15
March 16
March 19
March 19
March 22

May
Brooke-Lyn
Ashlyn
James
Harley
Jackson

March 23
March 23
March 23
March 27
March 30

Bentley
Christopher
Jessica
Rylan
Lily

Gumboot Friday
5 April 2019

ICAS
This year, unlike previous years, the ICAS exams are being
held in September.
The information and permission slips will be sent out
around July and students will have the opportunity to
choose to sit these exams. The following exams are
available this year:
 Digital Technology
 Science
 Writing
 English
 Mathematics

Paid Union Meeting
A fun way to raise money for kids' mental
health
Having depression is like walking through mud every day.
So on Friday 5 April 2019, we're asking you to show your
support. Put your gumboots on, give a gold coin, and take
a walk in their shoes for a just one day.
It's a fun way for kiwis to join in the mental health
conversation, while raising money to provide FREE and
timely counselling for any kid in need.

On Wednesday 20 March, the teachers who are members of
the NZEI, are required to attend a paid union meeting at
Ashburton Intermediate. The teachers will need to leave at
1.30pm to be in Ashburton for a 2pm meeting. School will
remain open, and buses will operate at the usual time.
There will be four staff members who will be at school
supervising students for the afternoon. If you wish to
collect your child for the afternoon, please let the office
staff know.

How much of my donation goes to kids?
100% of your donation goes to the kids. All donations are
deposited by you into the Kiwibank Gumboot Friday
account. The money will then go directly to the registered
health professional upon receipt of an invoice.
This will ensure 100% of your money goes directly where
it's needed: to kids getting the help and support they
need, when they need it most.

Spud in the Bucket
Please bring your “Spud in the Bucket” to school on
Wednesday 13th or Thursday 14th March, and leave in
the carpark behind the Administration block for collection.
Make sure your bucket has your name and MPS written on
it—do NOT disturb the contents, leave it complete with
the dirt it is grown in.

Methven Area Bus Group
On 26 February a notice was sent out via MessageMyWay,
for our bus students parents/caregivers, to complete and
hand into our school office. The Bus Controller has
advised that any forms not returned by the end of Term 1,
will result in those children being returned to school,
should there not be anyone waiting for them at their stop.
This is a health and safety issue, and it is necessary to have
written authorisation to leave children unattended at their
stop.

Garlic Bulbs for Sale
Available in our school office, for a gold coin donation.
Grown without sprays, in our own MPS garden! Proceeds
will be used to purchase fruit trees.

2019
New Entrant Intake
Parent Meeting
Tuesday 19 March
7:00pm
Mahuri Hub
Methven Primary School
If your child is starting school in 2019
Come and find out about the New Entrant programme
At Methven Primary School

KIDZ METHVEN
Kidz Methven in conjunction with Le Mee Farms, are
offering a fundraiser of Pork products, e.g. bacon, ribs,
etc. Any orders and payment is to be in by Monday 18
March, with delivery of pork on Friday 22 March. To
place your order, and for further information, please
contact Sally-Ann Kircher 027 235 0337.

March 6 2019
Since 26 February 2019, the number of cases in the latest Canterbury measles outbreak has been steadily
climbing and as at 5 March we have had ten confirmed cases, with more likely to be confirmed over the next
days and weeks. Some are children who have yet to complete their MMR (measles, mumps, rubella) vaccinations, but four are adults aged between 27 and 50 who have had only one measles vaccination, which
was standard practice between 1969 and 1990. Cases have now spread throughout Christchurch.
Measles is a serious and highly contagious, viral disease where up to 30 percent of those who catch it will
develop complications – usually children under 5 and adults over the age of 20. Measles during pregnancy
increases the risk of miscarriage, premature labour and low birth-weight in babies. Measles is spread
through droplets in the air and through contact, so that anyone unprotected who has been in the same
room as someone with measles will likely get it.
The surest protection is for people to have had both of their MMR (measles, mumps and rubella) vaccinations, scheduled to be given to children at 15 months and at four years. As long as children of school age are
up-to-date with their vaccinations they should be protected against measles. People vaccinated between
1969 and 1990 should contact their GP team who will provide a booster vaccination. People born before
1969 will have been exposed to measles and will be immune.
Family members who aren’t sure if they have been immunised with two doses of MMR vaccine should talk
to their GP team who will be able to provide a vaccination if they need it. An extra vaccination will not cause
any harm.
Measles symptoms include:
o A respiratory type of illness with dry cough, runny nose, headache
o Temperature over 38.5 C and feeling very unwell
o A red blotchy rash starts on day 4-5 of the illness usually on the face and moves to the chest and arms.
More information about measles is available at http://www.immune.org.nz
If you think a child at your school has measles, keep them away from other children until they can be collected and taken home. If they are already sick they should stay home for at least five days after symptoms
such as a rash appeared. Once measles has been in your school, parents of any children who are not fully
immune (2 doses of MMR) are advised to keep them home for 14 days from the likely date of exposure.

